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CHAPTER VII.
THE EXAMINATION OF HANDWRITING.
UNTIL, comparatively recently tho examination of hand-
writing was regarded an something outtmic the scope
of scientific enquiry, and im a subject to which tho rubs
of scientific deduction could not be applied. This widely
accepted view must be attributed largely to the method**
of .handwriting experts in. the past, In many inntanceH
these men had had no Hciontifio training, and although,
by long practice, they had acquired a facility in com*
paring different handwriting**, they not infrequently
based their conclusions upon itutufficicnt data, and ax-
pressed these conclusions with a degreo of certainty
which was not warranted by the olworved fact**.
At one period judges and juries were inclined to
accept the dogmatic opinion of the handwriting expert
as one which should be received with more or lew un-
questioning faith, but, at the present day, the attitude
has changed, and it is now tho work of the handwriting
expert to demonstrate by typientiflc methods the point*
of resemblance or difference between two apeoimenfl
of writing, and to explain why he ban based a particular
conclusion upon these factfl. As with all other evidence,
conclusions from the characteristics of handwriting
can only be drawn with a degree of probability varying
with the circumstances, and it is for the Court to decide
what degree of probability should be attached to this